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Elizabeth Owutka, Viral Modernism: The Influenza Pandemic and Interwar

Literature (Columbia UP, 2020)
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“Fear is certainly the mother of infection” ( 77mes, 1918/10)
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From The Diary of Agnes von Kurowsky in Hemingway in Love and War (Northeastern UP,

1989)

[ Friday, October 4 (1918)]
Mr. Colter was so much worse last night & tonight that Cavie came on with me tonight. We
were so in hopes we would pull him through. Dr. Jardine came @ 10.45 & said these cases
were liable to go very quickly—& the Lieut. Died at 11.30 almost in my arms. We worked
over him like fiends & did everything we could think of but, it was no use. I cried for the
first time over losing a patient, but it seemed so dreadful to die off in a strange land with
none of his people near & he was so sweet! [85]

[ Saturday, October 5]
I had a 1/2 night off tonight. I was just about done up this A.M. after that night of sorrow.
Cavie stayed with me until 4. We laid him out & I shaved him, & I never saw anyone look

so lovely & smiling. [85]

“At one o’ clock in the morning” [from Peter Griffin, Along with You, Hemingway the Early
Years]

“Don’t you love me,” the girl said. “Why didn’t you kiss me then?”

“Kiss me now.”

“I don’t want to now.”

“What’s the matter?”

“Nothing.”

“You don’t love me,” she said. “If you loved me you’d want to kiss.”

“I'm afraid.”

“Of what.”

“Of getting floo.”

“But this is worse because it is so sudden. There isn’t any time to wear the body out and

yet, the violence isn’t from outside.” [96]
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“A Natural History of the Dead”
The only natural death I've ever seen, outside of loss of blood, which isn’t bad, was death

from Spanish influenza. In this you drown in mucus, choking and how you know the

patient’s dead is: at the end he turns to be a little child again, though with his manly force,




and fills the sheets as full as any diaper with one vast, final, yellow cataract that flows and

dribbles on after he’s gone. [ Winner Takes Nothing, (Arrow Books, 2006), 118]
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e Walker Larson, “The fear of death: the real virus in Hemingway’s ‘A Day’s Wait’.”
Hemingway Review 40 (2020): 81-86.
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“A Day’s Wait”
He came into the room to shut the windows while we were still in bed and I saw he

looked ill. He was shivering, his face was white, and he walked slowly as though it ached



to move. [(Arrow Books), 110]
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At the house they said the boy had refused to let anyone come into the room.

“You can’t come in,” he said. “You mustn’t get what [ have.” [112]
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Downstairs, the doctor left three different medicines in different coloured
capsules with instructions for giving them. ----- The germs of influenza can only
exist in an acid condition, he explained. He seemed to know all about influenza and
said there was nothing to worry about if the fever did not go above one hundred and

four degrees. This was a light epidemic of flu and there was no danger if you avoided

pneumonia. (110)

RDITIIFF D ICHD T 2, Td KX gk, WBEIIRE TFOWHEZE®K T 5, —
Fiv 7=V VIRRBBIZ 2 AL % fFE T 5 722 O distraction (GlES L)
L, REPHFEL T 200312 BNT 5, VX T =quail 3FF T (LT
%058 LwHEKD, —oNIE,

It was a bright, cold day, the ground covered with a sleet that had frozen so that it
seemed as if all the bare trees, the bushes, the cut brush and all the grass and the
bare ground had been varnished with ice. I took the young Irish setter for a little
walk up the road and along a frozen creek, but it was difficult to stand or walk on the

glassy surface and the red dog slipped and slithered and I fell twice, hard, once

dropping my gun and having it slide over the ice.

We flushed a covey of quail under a high bank with over-hanging brush and I
killed two as they went out of sight over the top of the bank. -+---- and I killed two,
missed five, and started back pleased to have found a covey close to the house and

happy there were so many left to find on another day. [111-112]
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‘Oh,” he said.
But his gaze at the foot of the bed relaxed slowly. The hold over himself relaxed too,

finally, and the next day it was very slack and he cried very easily at little things that

were no importance. [113]
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From Death in the Afternoon, ch.12. (A Touch Book, 1996)
The only natural death I've ever seen, outside of loss of blood, which isn’t bad, was

death from Spanish influenza. In this you drown in mucus, choking and how you know

the patient’s dead is: at the end he shits the bed full. [139]
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