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“Unless you own the whale, you are but a provincial and sentimentalist in Truth.”
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(CHAPTER 76 “The Battering-Ram”)
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Like Spenser’s Talus with his iron flayle,
He threatens ruine with his pondrous tayle;

Their fixed javelings in her side she weares,
And on her back a grove of pikes appears.
(Waller, “The Battle of the Summer Islands,” Canto III, 11-55.)

... one bolder than the rest

With his broad sword provok'd the sluggish beast:

Her oyly side devours blade and heft,

And there his Steel the bold Bermudian left. 45

Courage the rest from his example take,

And now they change the colour of the lake.

Blood flows in rivers from her wounded side,

As if they would prevent the tardie tide;

And raise the flood to that propitious height, 50

As might convey her from this fatall streight.

She swims in blood, and blood do's spouting throw

To heaven, that Heaven mens cruelties might know.
(Waller, “The Battle of the Summer Islands,” Canto III, 42-53.)

Where the remote Bermudas ride
In the ocean’s bosom unespied,
From a small boat that rowed along,
The listening winds received this song:
‘What should we do but sing His praise
That led us through the watery maze
Unto an isle so long unknown,
And yet far kinder than our own?
Where He the huge sea-monsters wracks
That lift the deep upon their backs. (Marvell, “Bermudas,” 1-10.)

Yet I tell you that upon one particular voyage which I made to the Pacific, among many
others we spoke thirty different ships, every one of which had had a death by a whale,
some of them more than one, and three that had each lost a boat’s crew. For God’s sake,
be economical with your lamps and candles! not a gallon you burn, but at least one
drop of man’s blood was spilled for it. (CHAPTER 45. The Affidavit.)

But still another inquiry remains; one often agitated by the more recondite
Nantucketers. Whether owing to the almost omniscient look-outs at the mast-heads of
the whale-ships, now penetrating even through Behring’s straits, and into the remotest
secret drawers and lockers of the world; and the thousand harpoons and lances darted
along all continental coasts; the moot point is, whether Leviathan can long endure so
wide a chase, and so remorseless a havoc; whether he must not at last be exterminated
from the waters, and the last whale, like the last man, smoke his last pipe, and then
himself evaporate in the final puff. (CHAPTER 105. Does the Whale’s Magnitude
Diminish?—Will He Perish?)
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“Three. Beached Whales” (“Tre capodog}i William Hogarth (1697-1764). “ Perseus
spiaggiati,” 1577) by Johannes Wierix | Descending,” after Guido Reni's Perseus
(1549—c.1620) and Andromeda (c. 1635). Cf. chap. 55

Ambroise Louis Garneray (1783-1857), | scrimshaw ®—>, v~ v a v 7 U7 OHIZ

"Peche de la Baleine,” colored aquatint | fgifgiko @ &2 EE 0 L7-b 0, HIVEEN
engraved by Frederic Martens, 1835. Cf. chap. KB, Cf. chap. 57. “Of Whales in Paint; in

56. Teeth; in Wood; in Sheet-Iron; in Stone; in

Mountains; in Stars.”
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In most cases this lower jaw—being easily unhinged by a practised artist—is disengaged
and hoisted on deck for the purpose of extracting the ivory teeth, and furnishing a
supply of that hard white whalebone with which the fishermen fashion all sorts of
curious articles, including canes, umbrella-stocks, and handles to riding-whips.
(CHAPTER 74. The Sperm Whale’s Head—Contrasted View.)




